
  The “target” focus of the Clinton High School Career Complex this school term is “Retention for the 
Present and Recruitment for the Future”. We are focusing on increasing the enrollment in our second year    
programs by providing first year students with a fun but yet challenging and relevant course of study.  Students 
are being taught to apply skills learned in their math, language arts and science classes in their career and      
technical classes. 
 With the increase in the number of math and science credits required for graduation, it is important that we 
introduce students to the career and technical programs while they are at the junior high.  If a student is          
interested in taking a career and technical course as an elective during their high school years, they need to    
include us in their four year plan.  In January, the Computer Discovery (eighth grade) and the Technology       
Discovery (ninth grade) students will be touring programs at the Career Complex.   Mr. Travis Dyar, Building 
Trades teacher and Mr. Charlie Melton, Automotive Technology teacher created a video narrated by their      
students, showing and discussing the many lessons and lab activities conducted in their classes.  This video and 
another one created by Mrs. Angela Givhan, student services coordinator will be used as a recruitment tool for 
the career and technical programs. 
 I would like to thank the teachers and support staff at the Career Complex for their continued commitment 
to improve the level of instruction to our students.  As we continue this school term, we will remain focused on 
our goal of encouraging students to become critical thinkers, problem solvers, team workers and lifelong learners 
as they begin to decide their postsecondary education course of study. 

Linking Education to Tomorrow’s Careers 
Director, Margera Harris 
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 The Mississippi Department of Education-Office of Vocational    
Education & Workforce Development (OVE & WD) held two days of fall 
training (August 23 – 24, 2007) for Student Services Coordinators at 
Hinds Community College – Rankin Campus.  Clinton’s Student Services 

Coordinator presented on the first day and shared details about how the Career Complex used funds from an 
OVE & WD grant for the recruitment and retention of nontraditional students.  The second day of the training 
rendered information on Reading Remediation and Dyslexia, Perkins IV Legislation, Reading Skills for High 
Schools Students and the Student Progress Monitoring System (SPMS) – Academic Attainment. 

On September 19, 2007 the Student Services Coordinator attended a Choices® Planning Training at 
Hinds Community College –Raymond Campus.  Linda Goodwin, a representative from Bridges Transitions Co., 
guided hands-on training for accessing Choices® Planner and various other components such as: creating a  
portfolio, utilizing professional tools, and developing an implementation plan.  Students who are interested in      
exploring secondary/post-secondary education or careers can create a portfolio by accessing the Choices®   
Planner site at www.ms.bridges.com. 

Student Services 
Coordinator, Angela Givhan 
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  At present, we have 266 students enrolled at the Career 
Complex.  We have 186 first year students and 80 second year 
students.  At the beginning of the school year, I had individual 

conferences with each of our students.  I enjoyed getting to know them and I am proud to say that we have    
another great group.   This year as students came in for their conference, they were asked to guess the number of             
peppermints in a container.  The student who guessed correctly or whose guess was the closest to the correct 
number received two movie tickets!  This was fun and some students got serious about the competition and 
brought rulers to their conference to measure the container and make calculations.  Anthony Shaffer from      
Industrial Maintenance II was the winner.   

 I had the pleasure of attending the Mississippi 
Counseling Association convention in November at 
Choctaw, Mississippi.  Each year this organization 
has a Poster/Poetry Contest.  The required theme 
for all entries was Your Future...Your World...Your 
Voice.  Keenesha Smith, a second year Child Care 
student entered the Poetry competition.   I was so 
happy and proud to accept a 3rd place ribbon and 
certificate on her behalf at our Awards Luncheon.  
Great work Keenesha! 
 

Guidance and Counseling 
Counselor, Lisa Lann 



  

 Everyone is excited about the new 
Clinton Park school.  Our first and 
second year students are bussed to the 
new facility on Arrow Drive twice a 
week.  By riding the bus, the “high 
school helpers” actually have more time 
with their elementary classes than 
before.  Also, the students are not out in 
the weather walking back and forth.  Our 
first year students traditionally work 
with kindergarten classes.  However, 
some students have a special interest in a 
particular subject such as Music and 
Special Education.  This year we have 
Kimzey Metts and Nick Worley 
assisting Mrs. Lida Stark in the Music 
program.  Brittany Christian and Gracie 
Earnest assist Mrs. Naomi Jones and 
Mrs. Alecia Willoughby in their Special 
Education classes. 

Our Child Care students also 
work on projects for the elementary 
school teachers.  Some projects entail 
putting together books and cutting out 
pieces that the children will use in art 
projects.  Other projects involve a bit 
more artistic ability.  Mrs. Leslie Lee 
keeps us on our toes with original works 
for her classroom.  Second year student, 
Leslie Smith, is a master at these 
teaching works of art.  Second year 

students, Jasmine Green 
and Stephanie Benedict 
have shown brightly in 

their abilities to work magic with 
bulletin boards. 

Mrs. Greene’s second year 
students work both with first grade 
teachers at Clinton Park and also with 
second grade teachers at Northside 
Elementary.  In their classrooms, second 
year students work in more detail 
regarding the lessons with their 
elementary school classes.  They are 
currently learning about the various 
aspects of opening and running a day 
care center.  Additionally, they have also 
been certified in CPR through the 
American Heart Association. 
  Family, Career, and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) is the 
national club affiliated 
with Child Care.  The 
officers for the 2007-2008 
school year are Charlene 
Johnson - President, 
Charlotte Johnson - Vice-
President, and Keirra 
Alexander - Secretary.  
Also elected were five 
class representatives: 
Jasmine Green, Shayla 
Jamison, Sarah Little, 
Valencia Powell, and 
Mimi Williams. 

 This holiday season our club will be 
collecting items for a local battered 
woman’s shelter.  Donations of baby 
items (diapers, clothes, etc…) will be 
accepted.  Our annual Christmas activity 
will be after school on Tuesday, 
December 11, 2007.  Members will 
bring their favorite homemade dish for a 
potluck dinner.  We will also exchange 
presents with other members. 

Occupational Child Care 
Instructors, Kathy Greene and Donna Adams�

 So far this year Automotive Technology has been great!  The second year students 
are working on suspension, air conditioning, scan tools, engine performance, steering, 
brakes, and other parts/systems of the automobile.  We are pulling an engine out of a Z71, 
and we have replaced several intakes for engine 
performance.  We are also preparing for AAA/
Ford and the SkillsUSA competition.  All of our 
students go to the computer lab once a week to 
expand their knowledge via intractable computer 
programs.  We have speakers come to us from 
UTI, Wyotech, and other automotive specialized 
schools to recruit and to inform students of their 
possibilities after high school. 
 The first year students are learning all the 
basics of automotive such as safety and tools.  
They have already learned how to balance tires, 
change oil, check brakes and they are always    
learning something more challenging so they can 
work their way up.  We also went to the MDOT 
Fair in Canton as a field trip and the students had 
a lot of fun.  The students learn something new 
about the automotive field every single day so that 
they will have plenty of knowledge and shop ex-
perience to get them where they are going after 
completion of this exciting and challenging career 
course.   

Automotive Technology 
Instructor, Charlie Melton 



 We have had a busy fall in culinary cooking for the 
Touch Down Club, district office lunches, and Advisory 
Board lunch.  Students were also excited to serve            
Congressman Bennie Thompson.  Several students          

volunteered their time for the Friday night meal.  We are thankful for these       
opportunities to simulate preparing food in a restaurant or other food service    
related facility.  Many of our students are involved with Skills USA and hold   
officer positions: Prisca Patrick- Local and State President and Baily Gill- Vice 
President.  Prisca and Baily along with Mioshi Richardson will be attending Skills 
U S A  L e a d e r s h i p         
Conference at Hinds 
Community College, 
Rankin. All members 
will be competing at 
CoLin  Communi t y    
College for district   
competition.  These   

culinary members include: Josh Thibodeaux, Mioshi Richardson, Hunter 
Walls, Cory Duncan, Andrea Banks, Baily Gill, Prisca Patrick, Kelsie 
Hughes, and Morgan Wilson.  I completed Level II  Culinary training at 
the prestigious Le Cordon Bleu, Orlando campus this summer.  Level III 
and an internship will be the final task left to obtaining certification from 
the National Restaurant Association as a Certified Culinary Instructor. 

 Another school year has started and half of it is almost gone.  My how time flies 
when you are working with metal. (smile)  The Industrial Maintenance is up and   
running once again during the beginning of the 07-08 school year.  Students are  
learning and honing their fabrication skills while working on a variety of projects.  
Our first year students are measuring, layout and cutting metal with saws and oxyfuel equipment.  SMAW or shielded metal arc 
welding is up next for them.  The second year students have fabricated a valet stand, a small table and continue to work on a 16’ 
trailer.  All of the students completed their safety test scoring 100 and have used their skills to make two projects for the athletic        
department; 2 stands for the brick walkway signs that were displayed at the football games, and 12 field markers for the practice 
field.  They have made repairs on another trailer; repairs on an outdoor 
metal couch frame, and repaired several stools for the junior high school. 
 We have been on two field trips thus far.  We traveled to Canton for 
the annual MDOT Fair.  The students saw heavy equipment that is used  
by MDOT and several were allowed to sit on and start up equipment.  
Each student received a hard hat and other useful items to bring home.  
On November 15, 2007 we visited the construction site for the new   
convention center located in Jackson.  We want to thank Dale and     
Associates Architects and Fountain Construction Company for allowing 
us to visit this construction site.  At the site, we were introduce to the 
project using the blueprints for the structure.  Then the architect and  
project manager walked us through the site.  A commercial construction 
project of this magnitude was rewarding to see first hand and up close.  
Our students saw workers welding on heavy steel beams.  They saw  
surveying and heavy equipment in use.  They saw workers cutting metal 
with oxyfuel equipment, painting and grinding.  They saw plumbers 
working on copper pipe and HVAC technicians working with ducts. 
 In other news, last years students have received their certificates, 
transcripts and national registry I.D. cards from the National Center For 
Construction Education and Research through the Mississippi           
Construction Education Foundation.  These items are issued to all      
students who successfully complete the core curriculum in Industrial 
Maintenance.  Nordan Smith Welding Supply, through craft committee 
member Mr. Anthony Shelton, donated some much needed welding   
supplies for our program. 

  

Industrial Maintenance 
Instructor, Reginald Haynes �

Culinary and Related Foods Technology 
Instructor, Bill Prisock 



 Allied Health students and teachers 
have been very busy with what we like to 
call “Serious Fun”. 
 The second year students have been 
fitted for their new white lab coats and 
name tags and each Wednesday they are 
shadowing health care professionals at 
Central Mississippi Medical Center. 
They are observing in areas such as the 
emergency room, cardiac cath. lab,    
endoscopy, rehabi l i tat ion,  and            
respiratory therapy,   They also assisted 
school nurse Renee Martin with vision 
screening at Clinton Park and visited the 
3rd grade classrooms at Northside to 
teach about the muscular-skeletal      

systems with games 
that they created. 
 Allied Health I 
s t u d e n t s  a r e        

practicing taking vital signs and learning 
the basics of first aid. In early December, 
they will be looking professional     
wearing their black scrubs as they tour 
various departments at St. Dominic   
Hospital  
 Congratulations to our HOSA     
officers:  
PRESIDENT:  Schuylar King 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Taylor Johnson 
SECRETARY:  Centeria Green 
TREASURER:  Ramanjit Kaur 
REPORTER:  Jasmeet Kaur 
HISTORIAN:  Rebecca Lee 
 Our HOSA club has participated in 
several fundraisers including Belk's 

Charity Sale and a Chick-Fil-A night. 
We don’t plan on slowing down as we 
get ready for a new semester.  Students 
are already busy preparing for the events 
that they will compete in at district 
HOSA competition in Meridian on   
January 26. Then it’s on to HOSA state 
competition in March! 

Allied Health 
Instructors, Lora Little and Ouida Muffuletto �

 Students in Family Dynamics 
are studying the development of 
children. Student presentations 
included a student activity and a  
p o w e r p o i n t .   
Presenting her 
project is Kellie  
Harvey.           
  Participating 
in the activity is 
Tiffany Robinson 
a n d  G a b b y 
Woods. 

 Family Health/Family Dynamics 
Instructors, Donna Dyess & Donna Adams�

 Computer Graphics has gotten off to a wonderful start this year. 
Computer Graphics II has started the year off with a very interesting 
package design project called “Transitions Sparkling Water”. They   
designed an eye catching logo and label for the new bottled water which 

turned out to be very hip and trendy.  Currently, the Computer Graphics II students are working on designing and marketing a board 
game called “Cathedral”. The design team includes: Dave Kent, Chris Lewis, Colin Hughes, Matthew Frasier and Dontez Turner as 
project team leader. 
  Computer Graphics I students are coming along well also. They 
have just completed an amazing CD project for their favorite musical 
artist. This gave them an opportunity and the know how to design a 
compact disc package system. This fall semester we’ve had two design 
professionals from industry to critique the first year students and offer 
them design advice for future projects. In one of our critiquing sessions 
Desiree Kapler’s work entitled “Diva: Women’s Fine Clothing” was 
selected to be shown in the Clinton News.  Desiree is pictured with 
instructor Cornelius Denson and Danielle Ginn, the Graphic Arts    
Coordinator for Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation who visited the 
class to participate in the critique of projects.  
 All selected works performed by students this year will be put on 
display this spring in the CHS library. So be on the look out for this 
special event to showcase the work of future visual communication 
professionals. 

Computer Graphics Technology 
Instructor, Cornelius Denson�



 We are having a good year in Building Trades.  Our first task was to learn about safety 
so that we can utilize our tools and equipment as safely as possible.  We have learned about 
many careers in the area of Building Trades such as construction, plumbing, brick laying 
and interior design.  We have enjoyed the opportunity to go on two field trips.  We attended 
the MDOT Construction Fair.  We also visited the site for the new Jackson Convention Center.    
Students are also given the opportunity to work on projects of their choice. Brandy Shearer built a 
stool and painted it in a zebra print.  Anthony Horn built an entertainment center.  Allen Childress 
built a DVD rack.  Brittany Tucker built a small cabinet.  Also the class is building a very nice    
storage house.  We are enjoying the class and learning a great deal about the construction industry 
and other related jobs.  There is much money and a good living to be made in this area if we choose 
to go into any of these areas after graduation from college. 

   Cooperative Education students are off to a 
great start this school year. Recently in the     
College and Career planning unit students      
enjoyed hearing from Dr. Jim Turcotte from      
Mississippi College.  He spoke to students       

concerning entrance requirements, scholarship opportunities, and college life.  Dr. Turcotte 
also discussed the importance of global learning which includes the benefits of  studying  
abroad.   To  top off  his lecture, Dr. Turcotte gave each student a M.C. t-shirt. 

 

Building Trades 
Instructor, Travis Dyar�

Cooperative Education 
Instructor, Barbie Ferguson  
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Pictured from left to right front row:  
Alex Logan, Eric Allen – Back row 
left to right: Elizabeth Jones,     
Catherine Weathersby, Melinda 
McWilliams, Dr. Jim Turcotte, Leah 
May,  Kathleen Simmons and 
Brianna Pendergrass.  
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